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VEHICLES OF 2.7 METRES IN WIDTH, RESTRICTIONS ON TRAVEL 

670. Hon FRANK HOUGH to the parliamentary secretary representing the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure: 

(1) Will the Government consider exempting general access vehicles carrying loads of large or super bales 
of hay from not being allowed to travel after sunset - as is the case with current permit restrictions on 
vehicles with a width of 2.7 metres - considering the restriction severely affects the viability of carting 
hay across the vast areas of the State and will result in an increase in transport costs to consumers? 

(2) If not, why not? 

Hon GRAHAM GIFFARD replied: 
I thank the member for some notice of this question. 

(1) No. 

(2) The hay carting policy has been developed to ensure safety for all road users.  Long-term practice and 
policy relating to the general movement of overwidth loads prohibits the transport of any overwidth 
loads at night on any public road or during the metropolitan curfew of 7.30 to 9.00 am and 4:30 to 6.00 
pm on Mondays to Fridays.  The restriction applies to all vehicles carrying loads wider than the 
standard 2.5 metres, including those carrying hay.  The introduction of a policy to allow overwidth 
loads of hay to be carted at 2.7 metres under permit was, in part, to cater for the movement of hay 
previously moved beyond the legal limit of 2.5 metres.  Hay, including large or super bales, may be 
transported at night if loaded in an arrangement to fit within the dimensions of 4.3 metres in height and 
2.5 metres in width.  It is acknowledged that to make the loads legal and comply with regulations will 
result in a reduced amount of hay that can be carried.  The policy provides for the safe and secure 
carriage of overwidth loads of hay and straw.  Vehicle stability will be in keeping with the proposed 
national performance-based standards.  The loss in loading capacity is offset by efficiency gains in 
loading and restraint procedures and improved safety on the road. 

 Main Roads has also implemented a drought policy, which allows for the movement of livestock or 
feed, including hay and straw, during periods of adverse weather conditions through loads that would 
normally exceed standard mass and dimension limits.  The policy covers all public roads in Western 
Australia. 

 


